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In defense of the truth 
The apostle Paul urges upon us the advantages placed within our reach. “Having 

therefore these promises, dearly beloved,” he says, “let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” We are to 
separate from the world in spirit and practise if we would become sons and daughters 
of God. In his prayer for his followers, Christ asked, “I pray not that thou shouldest 
take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are 
not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them through thy truth: thy 
word is truth.” 

There is earnest work before each one of us. Right thoughts, pure and holy 
purposes, do not come to us naturally. We shall have to strive for them. In all our 
institutions, our publishing houses and colleges, pure and holy principles must take 
root. If our institutions are what God designed they should be, they will not pattern 
after any other in the land. They will stand as peculiar, governed and controlled by 
the Bible standard. They will not come into harmony with the principles of the world in 
order to gain patronage. No motives will have sufficient force to move them from the 
straight line of duty. Those who are under the control of the Spirit of God will not 
seek their own pleasure or amusement. If Christ presides in the hearts of the 
members of his church, they will answer to the call, “Come out from among them, and 
be ye separate.” Partake not of her sin. 

God has a work for his faithful sentinels to do in standing in defense of the truth. 
They are to warn and entreat, showing their faith by their works. They are to stand 
as did Noah, in noble, whole-souled fidelity, their characters untarnished by the evil 
around them. They are to be saviors of men, as Christ was. The worker who thus 
stands true to his trust will be exposed to hatred and reproach. False accusations will 
be brought against him to drag him from his high position. But this soul has his 
foundation upon the Rock, and he remains unmoved, warning, entreating, rebuking 
sin and pleasure-loving by his own moral rectitude and circumspect life.  
– Review and Herald, November 28, 1899 


