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A Personal union with Christ
To effect the salvation of men, God emPlogs various agencies. He sPeaks to them bg
His word and by His ministers, and He sends 59 the Holy SPirit messages of warning,
reProop, and instruction. These means are designecl to enlighten the unclerstancling
of the Peoplc, to reveal to them their clutg and their sins, and the blessings which theg
may receive, to awaken in them a sense of sPiritual want, that theg may go to Christ
and find in Him the grace theg need. But many choose to follow their own way instead
of God’s way. Theg are not reconciled to God, neither can be, until self is crucified
and Christ lives in the heart bg faith.
Every individual, bg his own act, either puts Christ from him bg reFusing to cherish His
sPirit and follow His example, or he enters into a Personal union with Christ bg self-
renunciation, faith, and obedience. We must, each for himself, choose Christ,
because He has first chosen us. This union with Christ is to be formed bg those who
are natura”g at enmity with Him. It is a relation of utter dependcnce, to be entered
into bg a Prouc] heart. This is close work, and many who Profcss to be followers of
Christ know nothing of it. Th69 nomina”y accept the Saviour, but not as the sole ruler
of their hearts.

(Testimonies for the Church, vol 5, P 46)



