200514
Env Yy

Those who have not the Peculiar trials to which another is subjectecl may Hatter themselves
that theg are better than he. But Place them in the furnace of trial, and tneg might not
endure it nearlg as well as the one the9 censure and misjuclge. How little we can know of the
heart anguish of another. How few understand another’s circumstances. Hence the
Aiicicicultg of giving wise counsel. What may appear to us to be aPProPriate) may, in realitg,
be quite the reverse...

There are many in the world who consider it an evidence of suPerioritg to recount the
things and persons that tneg “cannot bear)” rather than the tnings and persons that theg
are attracted to. Not so did the great apostle. He exhorts his brethren: “Whatsoever things
are honest, whatsoever tnings arejustJ whatsoever tnings are pure, whatsoever tnings are
lovelg, whatsoever things are of gooc] report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any
PraiseJ think on these tnings.”

Envy is not merelg a perverseness of temper, but a clistemPer, which disorders all the
faculties. It began with Satan. He desired to be first in heaven, and because he could not
have all the power and glorg he sought, he rebelled against the government of God. He
envied our first parents and ternPtec] them to sin and thus ruined them and all the human
race.

The envious man shuts his eyes to the gooc] qualities and noble deeds of others. He is
always reaclg to clisParage and misrepresent that which is excellent. Men often confess and
forsake other faults, but there is little to be hopecl for from the envious man. Since to envy
a person is to admit that he is a suPerior, Pricle will not Permit any concession. i an attempt
be made to convince the envious person of his sin, he becomes even more bitter against the
object of his Passion, and too often he remains incurable.

The envious man diffuses Poison wherever he goes, alienating friends and stirring up
hatred and rebellion against God and man. He seeks to be thought best and greatest, not
bg Putting forth heroic, selic%:lenging efforts to reach the goal of excellence himself, but by
stancling where he is and climinisning the merit due to the efforts of others...

A noble nature does not exult in causing others Pain, or clelignt in discovering their
deficiencies. A clisciple of Christ will turn away with loathing from the feast of scandal.
(Testimonies for the Cnurch, vol 5, PP 55-56)



